JOHN HOWLAND COLONY
SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS
IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA

2023 MEETING
February 13, 2023

On Monday, February 13, 2023, the John Howland Colony will meet
between 10:30 and 12:30 at the Winter Park Library, 1052 W. Morse Blvd.
We will have a program featuring Marcea Oetting as Mary Brewster, the
wife of Elder William Brewster. Mary was a survivor who helped cook the
first Thanksgiving feast in 1621. Come join us to learn more about this
remarkable woman. We will follow the meeting with lunch at a local
restaurant, to be announced.
As we travel into a new chapter of the John Howland Colony, we strive to
keep the memory of our Pilgrim Ancestors alive. We are also committed to
remembering the work of our last Governor, Hank Dressel, who laid a
strong foundation for us.
We honor our heritage in 2023 and endeavor to connect our lives and our
values to the ideals advanced by our Pilgrim ancestors.
If anyone has a topic for discussion at our next meeting, please send me
an email, so I can add it to the agenda.

Our colony’s namesake, John Howland, was nothing if not resilient. As a
young, indentured servant of John Carver, he survived a fall into a
ferocious sea during a gale. He held onto the ship’s lanyard rope until he
was pulled back aboard by two sailors. John became a capable
businessman, purchasing a trading post in Maine. With his wife, Elizabeth
Tilley, he had 10 children and 88 grandchildren.
A few years ago, at the National Society Annual Meeting, the program was
entitles “From Arrival to Survival”. Under Hank’s tenure, we arrived; now,
with determination, it is time for us to survive and prosper.
You may also find the information on the John Howland Colony thru the
State Society website at http://www.flmayflower.com, and on the National
Society at http://www.themayflowersociety.com.
____________________________________________________________
We have a new slate of officers, who will serve for 1 year to make the
transition after Hank’s debilitating stroke. The officers are:
COLONY CONTACTS:
TITLE

CONTACT

E-MAIL

Colony Governor Jackie Arsenault

jackie.arsenault@comcast.net

Deputy Governor Marcea Oetting

elpheaba@aol.com

Secretary

Amanda Hoffman

ahoffman018@gmail.com

Treasurer

Porter Wightman

GSMD95982@salemsattic.com

Historian

Dianne Richardson diannerichardsonemail@gmail.com

Elder

Bret Oetting

elpheaba@aol.com

Captain

Alvene Watson

fhwaew@mindspring.com

APPOINTED OFFICERS:
TITLE

CONTACT

E-MAIL

Junior Membership

Kristin Maheu

kristen.maheu@gmail.com

Web Master

Dee Alexander

dalex123@aol.com
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