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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA! July 4, 2017
Well, Kathleen and I have now had the pleasure of
visiting 16 of the 17 colonies during my tenure as FSMD
Governor.
Shortly, we will be flying out to visit our granddaughter
and her family in Tacoma, WA, including our two greatgrandchildren, James (4 years) and Evelyn (9 months);
then we will attend the GBOA Congress Meeting in
September in Plymouth, MA. We will also attend the
wedding of our youngest granddaughter, Erin, and her
husband-to-be Rob, in October in Maine.
We continue to wish all of you a very safe and happy
Summer and Fall and look forward to seeing all of you at
the Fall BoA Meeting to be held in The Villages, hosted
by the James Chilton Colony, on 17-18 November.
Please send your hotel & registration forms ,found on
the FSMD website to me, ASAP. See you there!
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The following words were spoken by the late Red Skelton on his television program,
14 January 1969, as he related the story of his teacher, Mr. Laswell, who felt his
students had come to think of the Pledge of Allegiance as merely something to recite
in class each day.
Now, more than ever, listen to the meaning of his words.
“I’ve been listening to you boys and girls recite the Pledge of Allegiance all semester
and it seems as though it is becoming monotonous to you. If I may, may I recite it and
try to explain to you the meaning of each word?”

I
“Me, an individual, a committee of one.”

Pledge
“Dedicate all of my worldly goods to give without self pity.”

Allegiance
“My love and my devotion.”

To the flag
“Our standard, Old Glory, a symbol of freedom. Wherever she waves, there’s respect because your loyalty has given her a dignity
that shouts freedom is everybody’s job!”
of the

United
“That means that we have all come together.”

States
“Individual communities that have united into fifty great states. Fifty individual communities with pride and dignity and purpose; all
divided with imaginary boundaries, yet united to a common purpose, and that’s love for country.”

And to the Republic
“Republic. A state in which sovereign power is invested in representatives chosen by the people to govern. And government is the
people and it’s from the people to the leaders, not from the leaders to the people.”

For which it stands, One Nation under God
“One Nation, meaning ‘so blessed by God”

Indivisible
“Incapable of being divided.”

With Liberty
“Which is freedom—- the right of power to live one’s own life without threats, fear or some sort of retaliation.”

And Justice
“The principle or quality of dealing fairly with others.”

For all.
“For All. Which means, boys and girls, it’s as much your country as it is mine.”
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<><><><> NEWS FROM ACROSS THE SUNSHINE STATE - OUR COLONIES IN ACTION <><><><>

Elder William Brewster Colony — Miami FL
Friday, February 3, 2017 the Winter Colony luncheon meeting was held at the Coral
Reef Yacht Club in Coconut Grove; Colony Captain Jon Stemples was our host. The
program speaker was Biscayne National Park Ranger Gary Bremen on “Why National
Parks? Celebrating the National Park Service’s Centennial”. He shared his
experiences visiting and working at the National Parks throughout the states. He
brought a magnetic map where each member was encouraged to mark the location
of their home, he then discussed nearby National Parks. He encouraged the
audience to share 5 word comments on their favorite National Park.

Friday, March 31, 2017 the Spring Colony luncheon meeting was held at the Coral Reef
Yacht Club in Coconut Grove; Colony Captain Jon Stemples was our host. The program
speaker was Meteorologist Max Mayfield, former director of the National Hurricane
Center. His extensive Power Point presentation followed the impact on weather during
the past centenaries. He very graciously entertained all questions at the end of his
presentation.
Elections were held during the March meeting and the following Board members for
2018-2021 were elected: Colony Governor Clara Waterman Powell, Assistant Colony
Governor Rodney Hildebrant, Colony Treasurer Lee Howard Allen, Colony Historian
Grace Knight, Colony secretary Denise Sovacool Jemeson, Colony Elder Carol Ann Lane,
and Colony Captain Jon Stemples.
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EDWARD FULLER COLONY—LAKELAND
In December, 2016, the Edward Fuller Colony featured ERIC
JOHNSON who was working in the World Trade Center in New
York City on September 11, 2001. Eric gave his account of that
infamous day in U.S. History.

Above is Florida Governor, Kenneth
E. Carter and Edward Fuller Colony
Governor, Tom Williamson.

Fuller Colony held their meeting on
Saturday, 6 May 2017 at Luigi’s
Italian Restaurant in Lake Alfred.
Guest Speaker was Florida Governor,
Kenneth E. Carter and Edward Fuller
Governor, Tom Williamson. The
meeting was well attended.
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RICHARD WARREN COLONY— PONTE VEDRA BEACH

The Meeting of the Richard Warren Colony was
held on Saturday, 20 May at the Nona Blue Tavern,
Ponte Vedra Beach with 16+ members, guests and
prospective members in attendance.
State Governor, Kenneth Carter and Warren Colony
Governor, John Howland , shown at left were also
in attendance.
A slate of officers for the term 2018-2020 was
presented and elected. They will be installed at
their November meeting.

JOHN HOWLAND COLONY— WINTER PARK

On the 1st of May, the John Howland Colony received a visit from George & Martha Washington.

At right is Colony Governor, Hank Dressel with
George and Martha Washington.
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MAYFLOWER DESCENDANT SCHOLARSHIP—2017
This year we had seventeen (17) outstanding entries for
the Scholarship(s). Judging results were extremely close
and awards have been given to the top three (3) entries.
WILLIAM FAIRMAN— He is sponsored by Nancy Lee Breneman Caldwell—FL #4314
William has a 4.0 GPA and is ranked in the top 3% of his class of 212. He is pursuing a career in Engineering. Among his
extracurricular activities are participation in the environmental rehabilitation of Virginia Key, being a member of the
National Honor Society and assisting with their fundraising, Robotics Club Captain, Sunday school teacher, and math and
physics tutor.
William’s essay focused on the long lasting influence and relevance of the Pilgrims’ experiences and values and their impact
on his life. He particularly focused on the Mayflower Compact and how it influenced his sense of civic duty and how it also
foreshadowed the concepts and values of later colonial governments.
William plans to attend Franklin Olin College of Engineering in Massachusetts.
HOLLY SOBON— She is sponsored by Nancy League—FL #5266
Holly has a 4.0 GPA and is ranked in the top 3% of her class of 463. She is pursuing a career as a physician. Her classes
include 13 advanced placement courses. She is a member of the National honor Society 2014-2016, was a Crosby Scholar,
and Junior Marshall in 2016.
Her extracurricular activities include 4 years on the varsity swim team and working as a lifeguard, being on the yearbook
staff grades 10-12, and editor in chief grade 12, Girls Service Club, and National Honor Society. She also volunteers at a
therapeutic riding center.
Holly’s essay focused on being a descendant of 13 year old Mary Chilton and the great difficulties of a 13 year old after the
loss of her parents, living in the harsh winters, and the co-operation that allowed the colony to survive.
Holly plans to attend either University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill or the University of Virginia.
NATALIE HALL— She is sponsored by David Hall—FL #5271
Natalie has a 4.0 GPA and is rated in the top 2% in her class. She is pursuing a career as a Neuroscientist/Neurosurgeon.
She is a member of the National Honor Society 2015-2017. She has also attended classes at the Massachusetts College of
Art and Design and at the Museum of Fine Arts.
Natalie is the daughter of a Foreign Service Officer and has lived in Russia, Korea, and Peru. Natalie says her travels have
given her a unique perspective on living in a new and foreign environment which must be very much like our Pilgrim
ancestors’ experience.
Natalie volunteers at South Shore Hospital, helps create quilted blankets for babies of families in need, and volunteers at St.
Bridget’s Parish. She is also a Cardinal Spellman volunteer and tutors younger students in Spanish as well as being a Big
Sister who helps initiate new freshmen into the school.
Her essay talks about being the daughter of a Foreign Service Officer and the need to adapt to radical new environments—
much as the Pilgrims did when they landed in America. In her essay, Natalie equates the Pilgrims to Robert Frosts’ poem of
“The Road Not Taken:” where two roads diverge and one takes the road least travelled.
Natalie plans to attend either Northeastern University at Boston or Stonehill College at Easton, Massachusetts.
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ALL members, their children & grandchildren, spouses, partners, and guests are
cordially invited to attend the

80th Annual Meeting
of the

Society of Mayflower Descendants
in the State of Florida
hosted bv the James Chilton Colony
November 17-18, 2017
Waterfront Inn, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, The Villages, FL 32162

MEETING REGISTRATION FORM
(deadline for receipt of meeting registration is Saturday, October 31, 2017)
MEMBER NAME______________________________________GUEST NAME(S)______________________________________
(please print clearly as these are the names which will be used on the meeting identification badges)
STREET_____________________________________________CITY/STATE/ZIP_______________________________________
PHONE (______)_____________________________________E-MAIL______________________________________________
COLONY NAME________________________________________TITLE (if an officer) ___________________________________
Friday, 17 Nov 2017
• Non-Refundable Registration Fee for each adult member & guest $4.00 ($4 X________ =)
• Social Hour (6-7pm): cash bar
• Mayflower Banquet (7-10pm):
$38.00 per person X __________people =

$______________
$
0.00
$______________

Thanksgiving Dinner including Harvest Salad, Chef’s Homemade Soup, Traditional Roast Turkey with Pan Gravy, Cranberry Sauce and
Dressing, Green Beans Almondine, Idaho Mashed Potatoes, Honey Ginger Glazed Baby Carrots, Fresh Baked Assorted Rolls, Coffee, Decaf
or Iced Tea, Mayflower Cake for Dessert.
Those with special dietary requirements PLEASE SEND THAT INFO WITH THIS REGISTRATION FORM
ANYONE WISHING TO WEAR TRADITIONAL MAYFLOWER ATTIRE DURING THE BANQUET IS ENCOURAGED TO DO SO

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: Dr. Richard Pickering, Deputy Director of Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth, MA
Saturday, 18 Nov 2017
• BoA & General Membership Meeting (complimentary refreshments)
TOTAL ENCLOSED (if registering more than one person, you may write one check for the grand total)

$
0.00
$______________

All registration forms with a check payable to “James Chilton Colony FSMD” should be mailed to colony treasurer Ken Carter, 1202 Arriago
Way, The Villages, FL 32162-0106, so he received it before Saturday, October 31, 2017.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
(advanced registration required; book before October 16, 2017 to get preferential group rate; please mention “Mayflower Society Special Rate”)

The Waterfront Inn
1105 Lakeshore Drive
The Villages, FL 32162
Phone: 1-844-247-8929
Website: www.waterfrontinnvillages.com/
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Discounted room rates are as follows:
• Standard (1 King or 2 double beds) guestroom
$123.00
• Upgraded rooms at the following rates (subject to availability):
Waterview $133.00 Waterview w/balcony $148.00
• PLUS Sumter County Occupancy Tax of 9%
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Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Florida
Kenneth E. Carter, Editor

NOTE:
The Pilgrim Newsletter will NOT be mailed—it
will be e-mailed to all BoA Members and Colony
Governors with the expectation that they will
forward it to their Colony Members. This has a
two-fold purpose: (1) it saves time and FSMD
funds and; (2) it helps me to be able to get the
message out to all FSMD members.

LEGAL “STUFF” FROM THE EDITOR

T

he Florida Pilgrim is the official newsletter and the copyrighted property (© 2011-2017 — all rights
reserved) of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Florida (“FSMD”), an unincorporated
voluntary membership organization recognized by the IRS as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) educational
organization. It is published periodically during the year. Please send submissions, comments or suggestions to the
Editor at the email address listed above. Items submitted for publication may be edited and published at the Editor’s
discretion. Photos should be in jpg format, be taken using a high resolution setting on your camera, and be
accompanied by identification of all persons depicted so an appropriate caption can be included. Sister Mayflower
societies have permission to reprint any material with appropriate attribution. All others must obtain prior written
permission from the Editor. All published items reflect the views and opinions of their authors and not necessarily
those of FSMD. As a matter of privacy, we will not publish specific financial information about FSMD or any of its
colonies. Also we will publish the name and email address of FSMD officers, BoA members, colony officers and
members but not their postal addresses or phone numbers except in extraordinary circumstances.

PLEASE NOTE: MEMBERSHIP INFO CHANGES:
If you have had (or expect to soon have) a change in any of the following:





Your name (e.g., in case of marriage or divorce)
Your permanent mailing address
Your email address
Your phone number

Please send an email to the state secretary at secretary@flmayflower.com. Please put “Membership Info Change _________ Colony” in the “Subject” line and fill in the blank space with the name of your colony. Thank you. If you
have a friend or family member who’s a FSMD member and who passes away, please let our state secretary know
that too so we can send a note of condolences and include the departed member in an appropriate memorial
service.
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