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Early 

Mayflower 

Music 

Have you every wondered if the Pilgrims sang and, if so, what did they sing?  Several 

years ago Faye Merrill Bowman presented a program on this topic at a meeting of the Ed-

ward Fuller Colony of the Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants, reports Governor 

Blythe Thomas. Faye Bowman was an organist at St. Philipôs Episcopal church in 

Topeka, Kansas, and later assistant organist at St. Paulôs Episcopal Church in Winter Ha-

ven. Faye worked  many years for the Veteranôs Administration in Topeka and then many 

more as an executive secretary for the Kansas State Senate. Faye was originally from Go-

wanda, New York. She studied piano and organ at Peabody Music conservatory in Balti-

more, Maryland. She spent many years in Topeka, Kansas, before moving to Winter Ha-

ven, Florida to live with her sister, Claire Miller. She joined the Edward Fuller Colony, of 

which Claire is still an active member.  

 

Faye wrote that Pilgrims were not without music. While they were still in Leyden at the 

time of their plans to emigrate, Edward Winslow wrote that Pastor John  Robinson 

preached, and following his sermon ñ...We refreshed ourselves after our tears, with sing-

ing of Psalms, making joyful melody in our hearts as well as with the voice, there being 

many of the Congregation very expert in music; and indeed it was the sweetest melody 

that ever mine ears heard.ò And again, when they first sighted land after the long voyage, 

William Brewster suggested a song of gladness and gratitude, and the rejoiced in the 

words of Psalm 100. And again, on their first Sunday on land, they spent the day in 

prayer and meditation, singing psalms. 

 

The following pages contain a copy of all of the Mayflower music collected by Faye 

Bowman. You may feel free to download it to review and use, possibly at a Mayflower 

meeting,  or to use during Mayflower educational programs in your community. 

 

    Submitted by Blythe Thomas, Governor, Edward Fuller Colony 

                                          Florida Society of Mayflower Descendantsñ2010 
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